[The human accidents and their implications for functional communication: opinions of teachers and students about higher education].
This study aimed to verify the opinion of speech-language pathology teachers and undergraduate students about human accidents and investigate if they are seeking for knowledge and competence in this area. Fifty-two teachers and 95 students from 3 public and 3 private universities in São Paulo took part in this study. Data were collected by means of a questionnaire. According to the participants, accidents are unexpected events that cause physical, functional, emotional and social consequences. Inattentiveness, incaution as well as mental and physical fatigue are factors that contribute to accidents. The speech-language therapist, the physical therapist, the occupational therapist and the physicians were considered the most indicated professionals for correcting the sequels caused by external aggressions. They were also considered the most indicated for carrying out educational actions for the prevention of accidents in form of orientation and lectures for the population of the educational and health units. Teachers and students recognize the importance of the subject, a fact that will help optimizing the educational actions toward accident prevention and introducing new actions and research projects in the universities for improving the competences in this field of knowledge.